
WEEK 12_Sustainable Development 

http://www.myenglishpages.com/site_php_files/reading_sustainable_development.php 

 

 

The best definition of Sustainable development was presented by the report Our 

Common Future (also known as the Brundtland Report): 

"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." 

Sustainable development is thus the ability to meet the needs of the present while 

contributing to the future generations’ needs. It focuses on two goals: 

1. To improve the quality of life for all of the Earth's citizens. 

2. To stop using up the natural resources beyond the capacity of the 

environment to supply them indefinitely. 

Green development is generally differentiated from sustainable development in that 

Green development prioritizes what its proponents consider to be environmental 

sustainability over economic and cultural considerations. In addition to that, sustainable 

development has underlying concepts: the concept of 'needs', in particular the essential 

needs of the world's poor, to which overriding priority should be given; and the idea of 

limitations imposed by the state of technology and social organization on the 

environment's ability to meet present and future needs. There is an additional focus on 

the present generations' responsibility to improve the future generations' life by 

restoring the previous ecosystem damage and resisting to contribute to further 

ecosystem damage. 

Sustainable development requires action on the part of world states, governments and 

people. The detrimental situation of the environment, the enormous stress upon our 

natural resources and the huge gap between developed and underdeveloped countries, 



necessitate practical strategies to reverse the trends. The World Commission on 

Environment and Development suggested seven critical objectives for environment and 

development policies that follow from the concept of sustainable development: 

 Reviving growth 

 Changing the quality of growth 

 Meeting essential needs and aspirations for jobs, food, energy, water and 

sanitation 

 Ensuring a sustainable level of population 

 Conserving and enhancing the resource base 

 Reorienting technology and manage risk 

 Including and combining environment and economics considerations in 

decision-making 

These recommendations are still valid; not to do things differently is dangerous and 

condemnable. Slow actions would be detrimental. 

Comprehension: 

1. Sustainable development refers to the harmony between the 

environment, society and economy 

Sustainable development stresses upon: 

a. (  ) the relationship between man and development   

b. (  ) a development that takes into consideration the needs of future 

generations. 

2. Action to implement the concept of sustainable development is:  

a. (  ) slow 

b. (  ) already taking place at a reasonable pace 

Interaction 

1. Watch the video Sustainability https://youtu.be/B5NiTN0chj0 and take  

notes about important facts. 

2. Compare the information given in the reading (goals/objectives/others) 

and the message provided in the video. 

3. Draw a two column Comparison Table pointing out the Similarities and 

Differences between both sources. 

4. Please, share your Comparison Table in the Forum.  

 

https://youtu.be/B5NiTN0chj0

